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fill every soul with the terror of his name. One of his conquests \vas Hie territory
of Bust, and amongst the prisoners who then fell into his power \\as Abu '1-Fath Ali
Ibn Muhammad al-Busti, the poet of whom we have already spoken (vol. II. p. 314)
and who was then secretary to Bai Tuz (2), the king of that country, Al-Busti en-
tered into the service of Subuklikin and became his prime minisler and confident;
but the history of these events would lead us too far. The emir Subuktikin at
length fell sick at Balkh, to which city he had proceeded from Tus, and, feeling a
longing desire of again seeing Ghazna, he set out for that place, ill as he was, and
died on the way, in Ihe month of Shaaban, A. II. 387 (Aug,-ScpL A. D. 997). His
body was placed in a coffin and carried to Ghazna. A number of contemporary
poets composed elegies on his death, and the following lines were pronounced on
the same subject by |jjs secretary Abu '1-Fath al-Busli:

On the death of NSsir ad-Din wa 'd-DawIat (the champion nf re/it/ion and of f/ic slatd),
I said: 4C May the Lord receive him with honour! The empire which he founded totters to
k* its fall! it is thus, thus, that the day of judgment will arrive (unforeseen)! "

. Some time after his death, a man of talent passed by the palace and, perceiving it
much dilapidated, pronounced these lines :

On thee, solitary dwelling! may God bestow his benediction! thou hast unconsciously
awakened in my bosom feelings of affection long dormant. A month ago, I saw ihcc quite
new; alas! I did not think that the vicissitudes of lime could ruin these abodes within a
month!

The emir Subuktikin nominated for successor his son Ismail and recommended
to his protection his other sons and the rest of his family. The grand chamberlains
and the principal generals of the army having embraced the cause of the new so-
vereign and acknowledged his authority, he took his seat on the throne of the sulta-
nate, issued his mandates and examined the state of the public treasury. Whilst
Ismail was thus exercising his power at Ghazna, his brother, the sultan Mahmud,
wrote to him from Balkh in Khorasan, on receiving intelligence of his father's
death. In this document, which was drawn up in a very conciliatory style, he said;
" My father appointed you as his successor and preferred you to myself, because you
" were with him and I did not happen to be near him when he died; had I been
" there, he would not have done;so. It is therefore our interest to share his